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ON THE JOURNEY...
By Dr. Ron Hinson
The Heart of Joy

A number of years ago | had a friend who had left a large urban environment
and a high pressure, high paying job because he said he looked around and felt that
the people all around in the city were different than what he wanted to be. So he
moved to a small town with a self-determined schedule, with a much slower lifestyle
and sought out the difference that he had dreamed for himself and his family.

Making such intentional changes in order to achieve a new degree of calm or
peace of mind and more satisfying personal relationships is a rare, if not worthy aim.
Life with large groups of people does inspire higher levels of stress, more aggressive
reactions brought on by the pressures of time and space and the higher demands for
goods and services in more concentrated form. Traffic, noise pollution, air pollution
and even the constant activity day and night bring higher costs and some
inconvenience and pressures accompanying city life.

Yet, cities draw people for work, for more easily available access to
education, medical care, goods and services, arts and entertainment. In the last 100
years we have seen a complete shift from 20% of the population living in urban
settings and 80% in rural settings to 80% living in urban environments and 20% living
in rural areas. The impact that has had on most of us is significant. We do lose some
of the significant opportunities for building close relationships that smaller places
sometimes facilitate. We do see more mobility and more rapid change impacting our
lives. We see more people daily, more activity around us and more intense social
interactions, good and bad. We may well put ourselves into the mode of
“self-protection,” building walls for ourselves in the way we dress, or walk, or talk.
Some choose to “look tough” or to “put on the symbols of identification” associated
with certain groups or teams or tribes or lifestyles. We choose sides for the sake of
identity and self-defining values or for survival in hostile places.

In the midst of our city ways, the church community offers a
counter-cultural opportunity. The church has the opportunity to share the
God-declared value of every person; the chance to show the love of our heavenly
Father to many who may lack earthly fathers’ influence or presence. As a community
of faith, we declare hope in a world that often is full of despair. In times of stress, or
fear, or uncertainty, the church’s message is a message of life-giving relationship
with the creator and sustainer of life at its best. We who know Christ as Lord have
the message to share that our heavenly Father has sent his Son to be our Savior. We
have the message to share that God is love; we have the call to show the world the
way of Jesus and to love one another. Wherever we live, we are called to joy in
Christ...abiding in His love and grace and sharing his mercies with all we know and
meet.

My friend enjoyed a slower lifestyle, but it did not insulate or exempt him or
his family from the need for personal relationships with Christ that best provided
them what they were seeking. In Christ we share abundantly in the knowledge of
God’s daily provision, wherever we are, in whatever circumstances we find
ourselves, in relating to every situation we will face. Come what may, in Christ
Jesus, we know the joy.

Please save the date for our
2018 Holy Week Services—

Sunday, March 25—Palm Sunday—
Preschoolers and children are
invited to wave palm branches in
worship. We will also have a Parent/
Child Dedlication that morning.
There will be no evening activities.

Wednesday, March 28—Choir
Rehearsal and Bible Study & Prayer
Meeting—no activities for
preschoolers, children, or youth

Thursday, March 29—Maundy
Thursday Service—6:30pm in the
Worship Center
This worship service will include
communion as we focus on the
service of Christ.
Following the service, at 7:45pm in
the Fellowship Hall, we will be
showing The Passion of the Christ.

Friday, March 30—Good Friday
Service—6:30pm in the
Worship Center
This service is designed to offer
reflection on the crucifixion of
our Savior.

*Both the Maunaly Thursaay Service and

Good Frigay Services are family friendly.
Chilacare will not be provided. Please

note that the Good Friday Service does
focus on the crucifixion. The Passion of
the Christ movie is not gopropriate for
children. Any youth grades 7-12 who

are not accompanied by a parent MUST

have a signed permission slip.

Sunday, April 1T—Easter Sunday
We invite you to join us for Sunday
morning worship and Bible study as
we celebrate the resurrection. No

evening activities.




N Worship

Celebration Choir
Rehearsals

March 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 6:30 pm

Worship Preparation: Praise Team &
Instruments
Rehearsals March 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 7:45 pm

Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Worship
March 29th and 30th at 6:30 pm

@ Equipping

Our discipleship courses will continue for all ages
throughout March. We will take a break on Palm
Sunday and Easter Sunday. Courses will then

resume on Sunday, April 8. For more information
about any of our winter/spring discipleship
courses, please see your bulletin each week.

@ Evangelism

[s it time to spring clean? Ever tripped over something
that in itself isn’t bad but somehow got underfoot? Is
there some clutter in your life that is distracting you
from that greater purpose?

[s it time to prune some unfruitful branches? A farmer
prunes a fruit tree to grow healthier and larger fruit.
What fruit are you bearing? Is it healthy and large
fruit? Is it time to loose yourself of the weight of
something dragging you down?

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but
only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the
prize.” 1 Corinthians 9:24

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God. Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart” Hebrews 12:1-3

Just as a runner doesn’t want to carry even one ounce
of extra weight that will slow them down in a race, so
too we as Christians should set aside many things that
might not be sin but slow us down in doing the Lord’s
work. What is that thing for you? What is it you could
do if only you had a few more free minutes in your
day? How could you better serve Christ if you had a
less distracted mind? Consider that with one less
distraction you might win one more soul for Christ.

Music and Worship Ministry Update

Even though it has felt like summer recently, it is hard to believe we are
only a month away from Easter! We are currently in the church season of
Lent. This is a time to reflect on the fact that we are sinners in need of a
Savior. What good news it is that Jesus is that Savior!

Palm Sunday, on March 25® begins Holy Week. | hope you will mark your
calendars for Thursday and Friday, March 29* and 30™. On the 29", we
will have a Maundy Thursday Worship Service and on the 30%, we will
have a Good Friday worship service. Both will begin at 6:30 pm in the
Worship Center.

Maundy Thursday Worship will focus on servanthood as we look at the
passage where Jesus washes the disciples’ feet. We will
communion that evening as well. Good Friday Worship will focus on the
story of the crucifixion.

share in

| pray that you will be able to come and experience each service that
week so that you may more fully experience the celebration of the
Resurrection on Easter Sunday!

| want to take a moment to express great thanks to God for the gift of
Ann Hobgood as our pianist for the last 25 years. She has so generously,
humbly, and faithfully shared her ministry of music with us and we are
forever grateful! We pray God’s blessings on Ann and Linwood in this
next season.

I’'m so grateful to serve with all of you.

Melanie

Administrative Ministry Teams and Ministry Councils are set to meet in
March. Most of those meetings will take place on Sunday, March 18.
Your team or council chair will share meeting time and location.

Passion Of The Christ
Thursday, March 29 7:45 pm - LBC Fellowship Hall

This movie, directed by Mel Gibson, was released in February 2004. LBC,
like many churches, encouraged our adult members to consider seeing
the movie. In addition we offered opportunities to movie goers to have
discussion with ministers and lay leaders about the movie and any
questions that may have surfaced from seeing it. Many of our folks
attended the same showing. | remember being overwhelmed by the
reality of what the sinless, blameless, perfect Son of God endured so that |
could be forgiven of MY sin. | remember thinking that | would never to
choose to see the movie again. Fourteen years has passed and there are
many believers who have never seen the film. That’s certainly okay. But, if
you want to see it, you will have the opportunity on Maundy Thursday at
7:45 pm in the LBC Fellowship Hall. The movie is rated R due to its graphic
depictions of the flogging and crucifixion. Children will not be allowed to
attend this showing. Any youth grades 7-12 not accompanied by a parent
MUST have a signed Permission Slip. These will be available from Steve.



Preschool and Children’s Ministries

Spring is coming, and we are thankful! During the month of March, we
begin making plans for the spring and summer months. This month, we
continue to invite your kids to be active members of their Sunday
School classes. Sunday School provides your children with
opportunities to grow in their Bible skills, biblical learning, spiritual
development, and life application. Our Children’s Sunday School
Division is sponsoring a trip to the Putt Putt Fun Center in Hope Mills on
Saturday, March 17. More information about that event will be sent
home from Sunday School on March 4 and 11. Preschoolers and their
families will be invited to a family picnic in April, and more information
about that event will be shared soon.

Our discipleship courses—Preschool Explorers and Kid Zone—will
continue throughout March. Like the adults, we will take breaks on Palm
Sunday and Easter Sunday. On Sunday, March 18, both groups will meet
together for a Spring Party in U205/207.

Our Wednesday evening Connections class will meet each Wednesday in
March, with the exception of March 28. We want our families to focus
on attending our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services that week
in preparation for Easter that week. On March 7, 14, and 21, we are
going to be engaging with different lessons in the book of Genesis. Our
Connections Class is for preschoolers, children, and their families. We
invite you to join us whenever you are able, and this would be a great
time to attend!

Finally, on Sunday, March 25, our preschoolers and children are invited
to help with worship leadership as we wave palm branches in worship.
More information will be shared throughout the month, but for now, we
ask you to save the date!

With love, April
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LBC Youth Spring Break Retreat
April 1-7, 2018 Laguna Beach Christian Retreat - FLORIDA/!

The sign-up deadline is fast approaching for 2018 Spring Break Retreat. It will
be an incredible week of discipleship and fellowship in one of the most
beautiful places our group has ever been. There is an IMPORTANT
INFORMATIONAL meeting for PARENTS & YOUTH who are planning to
participate or who need additional information. This meeting is THIS
SUNDAY, March 4 at 12:10 pm in the Youth room upstairs. We will try to
keep the meeting as brief as possible. Even if your youth has attended
Spring Break in the past, it is still important that you be present at this
meeting.

Nurture /1

WEECare

WEECare Spring Pictures - March 7, Wednesday

WEECare 3’s Parent/Teacher Conferences -
March 14, Wednesday

WEECare Pre-K Parent Teacher Conferences -
March 15, Thursday

WEECare 3’s Parent/Teacher Conferences -
March 16, Friday

WEECare Closed for Easter Holiday - March
29-30, Thursday-Friday

Sr. Adult

On Thursday, March Ist, the Keenagers will have
their monthly meeting in the Fellowship Hall
beginning at 10:00am. After our meeting we will
be going out for lunch.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The LBC Prayer Shawl Ministry is looking for
new members. If you already know how to
crochet or would like to learn, this group would
love to teach you. Their handiwork is given to
cancer patients in our area. If you are interested
contact Cindy Handley or the church office.

Monthly Produce &
Perishables Distribution
Saturday, March 10

9:30 am - Noon

If you have yet to be able to join us for this new
missions project we hope that you will be able to
join us soon! What a feeling it brings when you
know that you are helping folks with very real
needs. Join us beside the garage out back at
9:00am. We wiill start our distrioution as soon as
we have sorted enough food to begin.
Questions??? See Steve or a member of the
Missions Council.
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Costa Rica Mission Trip with WaterStep

Set for Summer 2018 - See Steve for details!




March 2018 Calendar

Thursday, March 1: 10:00 am - Keenagers, 1:30pm - Prayer Shawl Ministry

Sunday, March 4: 5:30pm - Discipleship Classes

Tuesday, March 6: 6:30am - Men'’s Prayer Breakfast

Wednesday, March 7: 10:30am - Intercessory Prayer; 6:30pm - Prayer and Bible Study, Celebration
Choir Rehearsal, Youth Midweek Workout, Connections for Children and Families

Saturday, March 10: 10:00am - Food Bank Ministry

Sunday, March 11: 5:30pm - Discipleship Classes

Monday, March 12: 7:00pm - Evangelism Council Meeting

Tuesday, March 13: 6:30am - Men'’s Prayer Breakfast

Wednesday, March 14: 10:30am - Intercessory Prayer; 6:30pm - Prayer and Bible Study,
Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Youth Midweek Workout, Connections for Children and Families

March 17, 2018: 10:00am - Children’s Putt Putt Event

Sunday, March 18: 2:00pm - Finance Ministry Team Meeting, Personnel Ministry Team Meeting,
Building Ministry Team Meeting; 4:00pm - Worship Ministry Council Meeting, Missions Ministry
Council Meeting, Equipping Ministry Council Meeting; 5:30pm - Discipleship Classes

Tuesday, March 20: 6:30am - Men'’s Prayer Breakfast, 6:30pm - VBS Lead Team Meeting

Wednesday, March 21: 10:30am - Intercessory Prayer; 6:30pm - Prayer and Bible Study,
Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Youth Midweek Workout, Connections for Children and Families

Sunday, March 25: No PM Discipleship Classes.

Tuesday, March 27: 6:30am - Men'’s Prayer Breakfast

Wednesday, March 28: 10:30am - Intercessory Prayer; 6:30pm - Prayer and Bible Study,
Celebration Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 29: 6:30pm - Maundy Thursday Service; 7:45pm - Passion Of The Christ - Fellowship
Hall

Friday, March 30: 6:30pm - Good Friday Worship Service

ATTENDANCE REPORT

January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28
Enroliment 301 300 300 300

Preschool 13 9 11 15
Children 22 20 21 22
Youth 19 23 19 16
Adult 85 111 111 91

o Sy Schonl BBk Ay Gowps. 23 163 162
TITHES AND OFFERINGS

January 7 January 14  January 21 January 28

Budget $8,871.78 $9,668.00 $6,244.00 $6,798.40
Designated $392.60 $236.00 $40.00 $155.00

Budget Goal as of January 31, 2018: $42,638.28 * This total includes a deposit made on
Budget Offering Received as of January 31, 2018: $39,438.45 * January 2 of offerings on or before 12/31/2017.




March Birthdays

Thank You
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Dear LBC Family,

Thank you so much for the beautiful plant, appreciate all of
the cards, calls, and messages during my mom’s illness and passing.
It is a blessing to know that you have the support and love of your
church family.

Much love,
Lorraine

To my LaFayette Church Family,

Thank you for your comforting prayers, flowers, cards,
words of sympathy, and your attendance at the funeral of my
mother, Patricia Gentry, in December 2017. She was a special lady
who was very glad that Dixie and | found such a loving church family
at LBC. Thanks again for all the love.

Carl and Dixie Gentry

Will YOU Accept The CHALLENGE?

There are two challenges being put before members of LBC.
One is the Water Challenge and the other is to participate
in the 3rd Annual Derby Run In Memory of Justin Lopes.

The Water Challenge is being promoted by the Missions
Council as a way to raise awareness regarding the global
water crisis and as a means of generating financial resources
that members will give to support the team from LBC that will
be working with WaterStep this summer.

Members are being encouraged to make plans to
participate in the annual Derby Run In Memory of Justin
Lopes. This 5K Walk/Run event is planned for Saturday, May
19th. Information on both of these challenges is on the
Missions Board.

ARE YOU GEARING UP FOR LIFE’S BIG GAME?

GAME ON!

Vacation Bible School will be June 18-22, 2018. Our
theme this year is GAME ON! While we excitedly
anticipate Vacation Bible School each summer, we cannot
get our “GAME ON!” without your help. Each year, we
have a VBS Lead Team that helps plan and prepare for
Vacation Bible School. Our first meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 20 from 6:30-7:30pm in the
Multipurpose Room, and you are invited! The VBS Lead
Team helps coordinate many of the details for our
Vacation Bible School week as well as meetings and
trainings prior to VBS. We will meet once in March,
April, and May for one hour per meeting. If serving on
the VBS Lead Team does not seem like your fit, we
would ask you to be praying now about where God may
use you. Enlistment for Vacation Bible School volunteers
starts now! Please see April with questions or if you are
interested in serving with GAME ON!

Website: www.[afayettebaptist.org
The Sunday morning sermons are available on the website.




